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"It is becoming easier ••• to destroy that anagram 
of the human which true language makes ••• The consciousness 
of the many harmonies of words is continually excitingj 
the recognition and awareness 01 word-wisdom today 
becomes a biological necessity ••. 
no less than a technique for survival." 
GeofIrey Wagner, author of more than twenty books 
and Consultant to the second edition of LangWlge i" 
Thought and Action, comes to the defense of words. 
In [he face of mounting ]'I'IcLuhanism, political double­
talk. and unthink, he believes that language j~ still an 
imponant form of human communication. This viva­
dow, learned book is his standard. his call to arms. 
Its scope is unusually wide; ranging from minutiae 
of grammar to the idiocies of popular euphemism. 
Every form of language folly is flayed with anecdotes 
which ue pertinent, up·to-date. and always enter· 
taining. In discussing anthropologists, elise jockeys. 
Bertrand Russell and Bob Dylan. government, in­
dusu-y, and the "an" of advertising-wherever there 
is abuse or great facilitr-CeofIrey 'Wagner conveys 
the virtues and desp~rnte ned! for using words co,~­
s.ciow1i'. If language is one of the tools of technology, 
he ,a)'.. then the conscious use (;If words must also be 
a weapon against the abuses of lechnology. 
OiIJ THE WISDOM OF WORDS hu Ihe t>ntcnalll\ng 
fun(\aml'lll.ally $CTiolJ.!I qUlllity of Game's Pttople 
PICI)' , It will appeal w a wide range o[ wotd·lovcrs 
and to those wbo view the future of the \I'ord with 
much misgh·jng. 56.'75 
120 Alexander Sl. 
Princeton, N. T. 08540 
